
 

 

The Glamorgan Drama League 

Glammies 2023-24 Moderator’s Report 

 

Compiled from the reports submitted by the GDL appraisal team.  

Moderator’s own comments are clearly indicated. 

 

 

Name of play Ladies Day 

Name of Company P.O.D.S. 

Where/when 

performed 

Paget Rooms, Penarth. 

12, 13, 14 October 2023 

Intro Appraiser 1: This show was a delight from start to finish. The dedication and 

hard work across the board shone through. 

 

Appraiser 2: As always, we were greeted with a very warm welcome and 

shown to our seats. We were greeted with an open set and I did wonder at 

first what the noise was in the auditorium, then it clicked it was the 

background noise of the fish factory, this was fantastic idea which really 

helped set the mood of the piece.  Another nice touch was the staff 

announcements over the Tannoy.  

A very well thought out way to help engage and bring the audience into the 

atmosphere of the play straight away.  

 

Appraiser 3: As always, a lovely welcome from PODS on arrival and once 

again a full audience. 

 

Production Appraiser 1: PODS always deliver their productions to the highest quality and 

Ladies Day was no exception with every detail thoroughly thought out this 

production would have been at home on a West End stage.  Well done to the 

entire company 

 

Appraiser 2: Overall, I thought this production was very well thought out and 

put together. 

 

Appraiser 3: A fabulous and well thought out idea here. The simplicity of the 

boxes turning as the fortunes of the characters turned too was just glorious. 

It gave us everything we needed without the it looking complicated and 

overdressed. There was one small downside to this though. The open nature 

that left us with, meant that in the cavernous Paget rooms, if anyone turned 

their head to the side, we lost every word they said. A tiny nitpick, but one 

worth considering for the future. 

 

Presentation  

Set Appraiser 1: Really liked the simplicity of the set, difficult to pull off with 

multiple settings. The opening set just showed a white clinical room with a 

cold light coming through the window, it really did feel quite cold. I wasn't 

sure about the moving 'cupboards' at the time but thinking about it I don't 

know how you could have better represented the fish factory line. Then the 

use of them as the women's lockers worked well. When the cloth was 

removed what we had was a bright sunny day with some very well-made signs 

that showed it was Royal Ascot. I thought it worked very well 

 

Appraiser 2: A fabulous and well thought out idea here. The simplicity of the 

boxes turning as the fortunes of the characters turned too was just glorious. 

It gave us everything we needed without the it looking complicated and 

overdressed. There was one small downside to this though. The open nature 

that left us with, meant that in the cavernous paget rooms, if anyone turned 

their head to the side, we lost every word they said. A tiny nitpick, but one 

worth considering for the future. 

 

Appraiser 3 I love an open set, it gets the imagination working before the play 
begins.  A simple well thought out set which transported us from the fish factory 
to the racecourse by the simple drawing of a curtain.  I loved the use of the 4 



boxes on wheels which could be turned to take us from the factory to the ladies' 
homes then to the racecourse. 

The only small detail that stood out (this is very nit picking) was the size of the 
writing of “Royal Ascot at York” on the back wall, personally I would have made 
this smaller so that from wherever you were sat in the auditorium you could see 
the full words through the arch, from where I was sat it read ‘Oyal Asco”. Like I 
said in brackets, this is very nit-picking point and in no way did it affect my 
enjoyment of the production.   Well done all.   
 

 

Design Appraiser 1: Whoever decided that for this play a picture would tell a 

thousand words, deserves an award. The fishes at the factory. The crowns at 

Ascot. The little flashes of wallpaper for each of the ladies’ boudoirs telling 

us just what to expect once they got to the racecourse. Fantabulous 

 

Appraiser 2: PODS truly know how to design every production from a good 

useable set that really transports the audience member into the world of the 

characters to the colours used to decorate the set, the finest detail on props 

and costume.  

Ladies' day was no exception, all brilliantly designed production in every way.  

Well done 

 

Costume Appraiser 1: The costumes were extremely well thought out, from the 

overalls in the fish factory to the dresses and accessories each of the 

characters wore, you knew instantly just by looking at the costume the 

personality of the character, from demure to tarty.  

The costume change from fish factory attire to racing dresses was handled 

brilliantly in front of the audience, this was excellent work by the cast and 

made the transition between scenes seamless.  

Every other costume was on point too, from the dapper suit of the racing 

commentator to the perfect costume of the Jockey.  

Well done Hannah Price 

 

Appraiser 2: The costumes were all very good and appropriate, liked the 

change between the overalls in the factory and their dresses for Royal Ascot. 

They all matched the ladies' characters very well. The commentator's costume  

very smart and absolutely right on for the television character he was 

portraying. Also really liked the jockeys costume and in fact all the costumes 

were, as I say, appropriate. 

 

Appraiser 3: I have been to ladies days. Granted, not royal ascot, but plenty 

of others! Frocks and Fascinators ahoy. I loved how each of the 4 main 

characters idea of their glad rags told us a wonderful story of their own 

mindset. Pearl, dressed for her longed for romantic date, Linda – 

underdressed and reserved by the other girls standards. These outfits lift 

each performance to help us along the journey and I am here for it. 

 

Makeup Appraiser 1: Appropriate 

 

Appraiser 2: I always say – if I can see the make up and its not plot or 

character essential, its probably not right. Not the case here. Spot on for the 

girls – and Chris! Outside of that, if there was any, it did its magic and was 

not on show. Well done. 

 

Appraiser 3: Again, with the ladies the makeup used was suitable for each 

character and worked well, all other make up looked natural and suited the 

character. 

Well done. 

 

Props Appraiser 1: Ok, so kind of an acting note here – the fish boxes. Each box 

had weight when handed to each cast member by those offstage (from my 

seat at least) hands. Impressed there as its easy to forget after the first 

couple. All in all, props added depth to the characters and the plot, and 

nothing felt contrived or ‘because’. Great eye Director and Props Personage! 

 



Appraiser 2: From the turning boxes to the ice cooler, nothing looked out of 

place. All props were suited to each character and used well. 

 

Appraiser 3: Appropriate and well handled 

 

Lighting Appraiser 1: The lighting design was superb, I loved the window gobo’s 

which in their scenes added an extra dimension.   The main thing that stood 

out all be it subtle was the delicate changing of the lights to change the 

mood of the scene, this was beautifully handled and it really helped to 

capture the mood of the piece. 

Nicely handled 

 

Appraiser 2: Set the scenes well and was well cued 

 

Appraiser 3: In the fish factory the lighting did possibly need to go a tad 

further out – or the actors to be made aware of their boundaries. We had a 

couple of wanders into the shadows moments – but really not of huge 

consequence. Otherwise, once again, this was a tool used to perfection and 

to drive but not overpower our story. Bravo.  

The ghost scene, narrowed down to an almost candlelit atmos – chilling and 

heart-warming all at once. Great job 

 

Music/Musical 

Direction (where 

appropriate) 

Appraiser 1: Some sound music tracks to make the story pop. It would be 

too easy to apply to change the scripted songs to bring it up to date, but I 

think Amarillo would be well known enough to a PODS audience. Excellent 

demonstration of knowing your customers here. 

 

Appraiser 2: The scene change music was very well thought through and 

each track suited the point in the story where we were.  

Nicely handled.  

 

Sound/background 

music 

Appraiser 1: Again, this is where Sally and Alex absolutely show their chops 

using sound to work with the story only when and now necessary. 

 

Appraiser 2: All the sound effects helped to bring us into the world of the 

characters. 

Nothing was too loud and as I have said before the use of the tannoy sound 

effect and the atmospheric factory noise really brought us into the  mood of 

the play.  

If I were to be picky, the only thing that stood out for me was the sudden cut 

of some of the racing effects, it would have been nicer if they had gradually 

faded out with some atmospheric chatter from the crowd covering it.  

All in all, though the sound was very well handled 

 

Direction Appraiser 1: This showed the hand of an experienced director who knew 

exactly what she wanted. Some excellent pictures created and the pace of the 

whole play was exactly right. The comedy was handled well as was the 

moments of pathos. Well done. 

 

Appraiser 2: Please allow me a small personal indulgence for this section. 

Sally is a fellow Alumni of the Uni of Herts Performing Arts Degree Course – 

and so it is my duty to ensure she is holding our standard high. And my days 

did she. GIRL! I could not be prouder of you tonight. This was a tough gig 

and you totally smashed it. No sightline unchecked, every nuance in every 

character polished to perfection. Chris mugging to camera long before he 

needed to speak again. Penni, holding those long silences that gripped me to 

the core. I shall speak more of drunk Emma further down, Amanda – sorry, 

Sahara – and her broken dreams – but a total masterclass.  

The only very small change I might have made, and it’s quite inconsequential, 

is to have Bob fade away in the background rather than see him step off the 

set. This whole picture was captivating from start to finish. I tried to catch 

you out, my goodness I did – but nope. You had every base covered. Tour De 

Force 

 

Appraiser 3: Sally Mathias had a clear vision of how the play needed to be 

directed from laugh out loud moments to tender moments Sally brought out 



the best from every actor.  This was a well thought out and beautiful piece of 

direction which captivated the audience from “the off”. 

From where I was sat, there was no obvious masking problems, the grouping 

of the actors and use of stage was spot on.  

Sally brought this play home beautifully, capturing the audience attention to 

the final furlong and over the finish line.  

Well done. 

 

Choreography (where 

appropriate) 

Appraiser 1: No real dance as such here. It was all in the characters. 

 

Appraiser 2:  There was no real choreography of such, but I did like the 

timing of the ladies in the fish factory, moving from box to box, this was a 

nice touch.  

 

Performances: 

General Appraiser 1: As always, the standard from PODS was very high, bringing us 

the audience a polished production from start to finish.  Ladies Day was 

brought to the stage with high energy and love, you could tell the whole cast 

were enjoying being part of the production.  

 

Appraiser 2: A solid cast with no weak links, telling a genuine and 

heartwarming tale exceptionally well. 

 

Teamwork Appraiser 1: The four main protagonists worked beautifully together 

bouncing off each other’s lines and reacting to each other’s situations. The 

whole cast worked well together. 

 

Appraiser 2: From the moment you step into the Paget Rooms to the final 

goodbye PODS always work as a team.  Everyone involved in the production 

gives their all which provides the audience member the full theatre 

experience.  

On stage it is obvious the cast and crew loved being involved in the play. 

A great team effort from a great company. 

 

Appraiser 3: The 4 ladies’ relationships totally had to be nailed to the mast 

or the show dies on its backside. Clearly, the 4 fabulous lasses understood 

this and if they’ve known each other 20 years or 20 minutes I can’t say – but 

on stage, we believed. Superb job. 

 

Char 1: Pearl 

played by: Penni Carr 

 

Appraiser 1: Penni brought Pearl to life giving us a well-rounded believable 

performance from start to finish. 

Pearl needed to be strong being the head of the group, but she needed to 

show her vulnerability too.   

Penni handled this with ease, so much so that by the end you felt like you 

had known Pearl for years. 

An excellent and commanding performance from this actor beautifully 

handled with the right amount of comedy when needed to the tender 

moments at the end.  

Congratulations Penni 

 

Appraiser 2: Excellent performance by Penni as the leader of the women. She 

drove the whole thing along very well. Whilst being attuned to the others 

problems and helping them as she could, she hid her own emotional 

motivation for wanting to go on this trip to Ascot. Working the comedy well, 

Penni also handled the emotions of elation and loss very well. 

 

Appraiser 3: While the leads are quite the ensemble, Pearl is the Dorothy in 

these (not so) Golden Girls. Our flagpole character is you will. From the 

humdrum of a working wife, through the reveal of the long-term affair – and 

that total heartbreaking reveal where Penni holds a whole audience with 

bated breath – and then keeps holding us in a freeze-framed moment of time. 

Haven’t we all been there? That lingering effect shock has on mere seconds. 

Penni – please tell me you’re an amateur by choice!!! You could teach half the 

so-called stars on TV a thing or two. 

 

Char 2: Jan Appraiser 1: YES! AT LAST! Emma in a lead role. I have been LIVING for this. I 



played by: Emma 

Dennett  

am not saying that I ended up in A&E 2 days later because of the amount of 

laughing at drunk Jan, but I am also saying the coughing it caused could have 

contributed. I have to focus on that, because while Emma was a 110% start to 

finish awesome, that drunk acting is possibly the hardest thing to do on 

stage. Harder still in a comedy when it’s easy to think getting it wrong for 

laughs won’t matter. It will, it does, and Emma got it spot on. PODS – stop 

hiding this genius under a bushel. Now you’ve seen her potential, I expect a 

lot more. 

 

Appraiser 2: By the end of the play, I felt I had known Jan for years and she 

could be someone’s Mother from down the street.  

Emma gave us a warm and touching performance, engaging the audience and 

bringing us into the world of Jan, the world where she was frightened of 

being alone.   

I truly loved the way Emma handled being drunk on stage, this is very hard to 

do and you can go too far but it was handled extremely well, even down to 

the dress in the knickers.  

I did feel for Emma when she was pushed to the floor by Penni because if the 

almighty thud (Emma must have been bruised) 

A touching, funny and engaging performance.  

Well done 

 

Appraiser 3: Playing the rather frumpy and stayed member of the group, at 

first, I felt Emma perhaps needed a little more light and shade in her 

performance. And then then she got drunk! Her drunkenness was controlled 

and hilarious. When she did the pratfall over the cooler, I took an audible 

intake of breath, I really thought she had hurt herself.  Good performance. 

 

Char 3: Shelley 

played by: Amanda 

Matthews 

 

Appraiser 1: Amanda really knew how to bring Shelley to life; every 

characteristic was brought to life with confidence.  

I loved this performance from the flirting to the more vulnerable moments 

when we found out she was in debt.  Amanda knew how to get the best from 

each line and brought us a very well-rounded three-dimensional character 

that was very relatable.  

I enjoyed the way we got to learn about Shelley, at the beginning of the play 

we saw a woman behind a mask but by the end we had been allowed to peek 

behind the mask and know the real Shelley.  

Not a beat was missed by Amanda. 

Well done.  

 

Appraiser 2: Amanda looked and sounded the role of Shelley the blousy and 

loud-mouthed member of the group. To start with every bit the confident 

woman full of herself and dismissive of the other ladies’ mundane lives. As 

the play progressed the facade began to fall away and her desperation and 

loneliness began to show through. Nicely played by Amanda with both attack 

and sensitivity. Another good performance. 

 

Appraiser 3: One thing I have to say off the bat – while all the northern 

accents were great, Amanda’s was the only one that was regionally spot on 

throughout. I have pals in Grimsby and Hull and there are slight inflections 

that stand apart from a regular ‘northern accent’. Point in case: Claire being 

Clurr…  

Amanda shows us a huge range in Shelley. The wannabe, the will she wont 

she go that far with the pundit for a career, the party girl willing to take lady 

luck at face value with a stolen purse, and finally the desperately afraid of 

being left alone. A spectrum of emotions and all landing exactly as they 

should. It is very clear why Amanda is head of drama. Excellent. 

 

Char 4: Linda  

played by:  Becky 

Thompson  

Appraiser 1: This I thought was a delightful performance by Becky. I'm sure 

she is not the shy and reticent person she portrayed but she she certainly 

convinced me that she was. A lovely character and her blossoming once she 

had found Patrick was heart-warming. Well done 

 

Appraiser 2: Linda. Our very own sepia Dorothy dropped into the colourful 

world of Ozcot Races. I adored how from start to finish, Becki keeps Linda as 

that reserved little lass from Hull. A small person happy in a small town, 



grateful for the little opportunities’ life throws her way. How could that jockey 

not be completely taken with her? Somebody who sees him as a star, while 

accepting him just the way he is. Becki almost underplays the whole piece to 

her credit, giving us a character that we all want to root for. Smashing work! 

 

Appraiser 3: This was a beautiful performance. 

Becky brought the shy quiet Linda to life with confidence, showing us the 

audience the many layers of this character.  

Becky handled the story of Linda’s Mother taking her for granted and using 

her for money extremely well and I cheered in my head when at the end she 

had told her to get out.  Becky delivered a character who we all felt we knew 

somewhere in our lives.  This is a testament to Becky’s ability to deliver and 

bring out all the nuances in each and every line.  

I loved the way that Linda changed after talking with Patrick.  

A truly memorable performance. 

Congratulations Becky. 

 

Char 5: Joe 

played by: Nigel Crick  

Appraiser 1: Just a thought – have you considered doing Dinner Ladies next? 

Nigel channelling pure Tony from that show here! What I adore about Nigel is 

he always brings such amazing value to a show by being brilliant and 

believable. Whether its about filleting fish or being an ethereal chess piece of 

destiny. Joe is no exception. I 100% believed he could spot a rogue piece of 

cod from bass at 30 yards. Nice one. 

 

Appraiser 2: Nigel brought us a well-rounded believable performance.  

I liked Joe and I liked how his storyline developed in the short time he was on 

stage.  

A great performance.  

Well done 

 

Appraiser 3: Nigel was very much the supervisor, who although in charge, 

got on well with his 'girls'. He handled the revelation that held a secret torch 

for Linda well. A good job done of a relatively small role. 

 

Char 6: Ticket Tout 

played by: Wayne 

Assiratti 

 

Appraiser 1: One of the smaller parts but delivered with high energy and 

commitment.  

I truly believed in this character. 

This goes to show that you don’t have to have the biggest role in a play to 

give it your all and make your mark.  

Well done, Wayne. 

 

Appraiser 2: Again, a believable performance by Wayne in this cameo role. 

Not overplayed (he could have made him into an 'over the top' character). 

Good performance. 

 

Appraiser 3: Ooh Wayne. I have bought tickets from touts before … that cool 

salesman approach of ‘no I don’t care, your loss…’ pushing the punter to part 

with their cash was abundant here. It was a brief cameo, but you put as much 

work in as the leads and it paid off. Very well done. 

 

Char 7: Jim 

McCormack 

played by: Chris 

Glynn  

Appraiser 1: We all know Jim the sleazy TV racing commentator and Chris 

was exactly that. Beautifully attired in top hat and tails he smoothly presented 

the Ascot racing card and at the same time, tried to pick up star struck 

Shelley. Excellent characterization here and a very believable performance. 

 

Appraiser 2: Good grief you’re suave! A voice like silk and a smile to charm 

the pants off anyone. Chris delivers a fabulous balance of the on screen 

professional, the charming star willing to help an ingenue – and then turns 

the tables in a heartbeat to be the slimy chancer and arrogant ‘celebrity’. A 

joy to watch and a joy to hate in a panto villain kind of way.  

Tiny note – we lost your voice a couple of times in your lower smaller 

deliveries – just keep that tone down and volume up, if that makes any sense 

at all. 

 

Appraiser 3: Chris gave us exactly how we would imagine a tv presenter at 

the races should be. Costume was perfect even down to the hip flask.  



One thing that impressed me was the way Chris stayed in character even 

when the action was not on him.  

I enjoyed the interaction with Shelley which was handled with just the right 

amount of sleaze.  

An excellent performance all round. 

Well done 

 

Char 8: Patrick 

played by: Tom Dyer 

 

Appraiser 1: Is there a production in South Wales Tom isn’t in? Just checking. 

But if there is, do tell them they are missing out big time.  

The only real to audience piece in the text and Tom fecking has us on fecking 

side from the fecking off. I was giggling like a buffoon in my seat. It is a 

touch accent to do, and Tom was about 90% there (not a criticism! I can’t do 

Irish!) but the attitude of the laid-back Irishman shone through regardless. 

Patrick felt like every Patrick, Liam, Joseph & Gerard I have ever known. 

Always a great joy to see Tom listed in the cast. 

However, to misquote Princess Leia – aren’t you a little tall for a jockey? 

 

Appraiser 2: Tom always gives his all to every part he is given, this was no 

exception.  

The Irish accent was on point and even though Patrick was only in one scene 

through Toms ability to tell a story we felt we knew him by the end.  

I enjoyed the innocent way he interacted with Linda, this was beautifully 

handled.  

A lovely, measured performance from this talented actor.  

Well done. 

 

Appraiser 3: I think Tom was really good in this role. He played it sensitively 

and you could sympathise with his despair of his life as a jockey, continual 

fasting and no real friends. The growing relationship between him and the 

equally lonely Linda was nicely handled. Good performance 

 

Char 9: Kevin 

Played by: Harri 

Herniman 

 

Appraiser 1: Another small role but beautifully handled, again you can go 

too far on stage acting drunk, this was just enough to make Kevin believable.  

Well done. 

 

Appraiser 2: Nice little cameo by Harri as the drunken gambler who has lost 

everything. Not taken too far but at the right level of inebriation. 

 

Appraiser 3: Gamber has three hits to it title. Kenny Rogers, Madonna and 

now Harri.  

Another very small role that provides such a key function to our 4 ladies. 

Tomorrow, this could be them… would we want to see any of our lasses in 

this position? No! How awful would that be? But Harri does a fine job of 

showing them, and us, just how easy it can be to lose it all. 

Tiny nitpicks – if you light your cigarette, don’t pop it behind your ear – you’ll 

set your hair on fire. Especially if you take it from there and start smoking it 

again later, showing it stayed lit! 

 

Char 10: Barry 

played by: Bob Tucker  

Appraiser 1: Barry was the unseen central figure in all this. Pearl's secret 

lover who had disappeared and whom Pearl had taken the trouble to arrange 

the day out in the slightest hope that she would see him as he was a course 

bookie. Bob played the role sensitively, but for me it was always obvious that 

he was either a ghost or a figure conjured up by Pearl's desperate longing. It 

was a bit obvious but that was the writing not Bob's workmanlike 

performance.   

 

Appraiser 2: Bob, you absolute charmer. How could Pearl not have fallen for 

that silver tongued devil. Bob gives us stillness that really should clue us in to 

his fate, and yet the shock still made me gasp aloud and full on clutch my 

pearls! Then you made me cry. Actual tears. In public. How such warmth 

radiates from the cold veil of death. Astonishing 

 

Appraiser 3: A truly touching performance by Bob Tucker.  

Every emotion was well thought out and measured, I did shed a tear on the 

interaction with Pearl.  

I never normally mention a stage exit but this was beautifully handled and 



timed to Pearl turning to realise he was a ghost.  

A great performance from this experienced actor.  

Well done.   

 

Summing up Appraiser 1: This was a very hard play to critique due to the high standard of 

the production.   PODS brought us a well-balanced play that in places had us 

belly laughing and in others on the verge of tears.   

Extremely well done to PODS for another great production.  

 

Appraiser 2: A fabulous performance that every member of cast, crew and 

FoH should be proud of. 

 

Appraiser 3: I really enjoyed this production and I really think that it is one of 

POD's best I've seen for a while. Thanks to a strong cast and a talented 

director it all came together beautifully and was a great night's 

entertainment. Well done. 

 

Moderators 

Comments: 

 

A delightful evening in The Paget Rooms to see ‘Ladies Day’ a most stylish 
production, fast moving, full of comedy and a little pathos. Excellent 
performances all round, especially from the four girls, starting off filleting fish 
and then later transforming themselves, in their workplace without almost 
moving into the glamorous girls going to Royal Ascot, held that year (2005) at 
York Race course. So beautifully and smoothly done - congratulations. 
 
Another scene beautifully done was when the jockey, well played by Tom 
Dyer, using only a dining chair, gave us a wonderful insight as to how he felt 
winning his only race. Sitting backwards on the chair one could have sworn 
he was on his horse, racing to the finish! We really believed he was racing a 
horse. Well done! 
 
Everyone, Director, asst- director, cast and crew deserved the applause, so 
richly won on ‘Ladies Day’. 
 
Thank you, PODS, as you race to your 100 yrs. in 2024. 
 
Gareth Gibbs. 
Glammies Moderator - 2023 

 


